
Essay 2: Observation 
 
Prompt 
Please write a four to six page essay in which you use your field observations to describe and analyze 
some aspect of your chosen subculture. The primary task here is to begin paying close attention to your 
fieldsite and to “set the scene” for your readers. In order to do this assignment well, you will need to take 
good fieldnotes over the next few weeks. 
 
You should find one or more “focal point(s)” to describe and analyze in your essay. These focal points 
might be artifacts that people in your subculture use, spaces they inhabit, or some activity or behavior 
they engage in. What you decide to focus on will depend mostly on the qualities of your chosen fieldsite. 
If you think that your subculture’s use of space is most interesting, focus on that. If you think there are 
some really important objects or artifacts, do those. Or if you think there is an especially interesting 
activity, describe that. If you think relevant things could be said about multiple focal points, do so. 
However, do not make the mistake of trying to discuss too many separate focal points in this essay. It is 
almost always better to say more about less.  
 
For each focal point you treat in your essay, you will first need to provide a detailed description. It might 
help to write a narrative, for instance, of first arriving at a particular place, observing a particular object, or 
participating in an activity. Details should be relevant, and they should create in your reader’s mind an 
image of whatever you are describing.  
 
In addition to description, you will need to analyze the meanings of those spaces, artifacts, or activities. 
What do these features say about the subculture you are studying? Here are some more specific 
questions to consider for looking at focal points: 

• Spaces: How are the spaces of the fieldsite organized? What are the meanings of that 
organization? How do people move within the space(s)? How do people literally position 
themselves in relation to each other? What is surprising, interesting, or disturbing about the way 
people at this fieldsite use space?  

• Artifacts: What objects seem important to the subculture? How do people use them? What 
meanings do people at your fieldsite assign these artifacts? How do you interpret or “read” this 
artifact and its context? 

• Activities: What are some of the patterns of behavior in your subculture? What identifiable 
“scripts” are there? What is the significance of the way these activities or scripts are structured? 

Remember, this is not a list of questions to ask, nor should you organize your paper according to the 
bullet points. Rather, you should develop a main idea (or thesis) about your subculture using these focal 
points as ways to explore that idea. In other words, your discussion should have a dialectical relationship 
to some larger theme about your subculture that you are working to develop.  
  
Format Requirements 

• This paper must be at least four, double-spaced pages long, and not much more than six. 
• A “page” is a sheet of paper with about 300 words on it. Set your documents to have one-inch 

margins all around, and use the Times New Roman (12 point) font. 
• Your name, my name, the course section, and the date should appear in the upper-left corner of 

the first page (do not use a cover sheet). Your last name and the page number should appear in 
the upper-right corner of every page (use “header” function). 

 
Evaluative Criteria 
Your essay will be graded according to the degree it 

• Identifies and describes in adequate detail one or more focal points related to your fieldsite. 
• Analyzes or interprets the meanings of those focal points. 
• Uses the descriptions and analysis to develop a larger point (or thesis) about the subculture.  

 
Important Dates 

• Tuesday, March 17: Draft of essay due for workshopping. 
• Tuesday, March 31: Final draft of essay due on Moodle. 


