
Essay 3: Ritual, Language, Interview 
 
Prompt 
Please write a four to six page essay in which you describe and analyze some aspect(s) of your 
chosen subculture through interviews with participants. You may also include observations, but this 
essay must also reflect interviews you conduct with people in your subculture. You may chose any 
focal point(s) in your subculture to discuss, but you must use it (or them) to say something 
significant about the subculture.  
 
Here are some possible ways of focusing this essay: 

• One way to focus this assignment is to pay specific attention to the kinds of rituals, scripts, 
or patterns of behavior in your fieldsite. What are some of the typical activities of your 
subculture? What are some of the patterns of the ways people behave in this subculture? 
What do these activities or patterns of behavior tell us about the culture? That is, what do 
they mean? 

• Another way to focus the assignment would be to focus on the way members of this 
subculture use language. Do people in your fieldsite use special terminology or jargon 
often? Do they speak a language other than English? Do they tell stories or jokes as part of 
a typical interaction? And again, what do these language practices tell us about the 
subculture? What do they mean?  

 
Format Requirements 

• This paper must be at least four, double-spaced pages long, and not much more than six. 
• A “page” is a sheet of paper with about 300 words on it. Set your documents to have one-

inch margins all around, and use the Times New Roman (12 point) font. 
• Your name, my name, the course section, and the date should appear in the upper-left 

corner of the first page (do not use a cover sheet). Your last name and the page number 
should appear in the upper-right corner of every page (use “header” function). 

• Have a descriptive title that indicates the theme or topic of the essay. Center this title above 
the main body. 

 
Evaluative Criteria 
Your essay will be graded according to the degree it… 

• Identifies and describes in adequate detail one or more focal points from your subculture. 
• Analyzes or interprets the meanings of those focal points. 
• Uses interviews with participants in the subculture in description and analysis. 
• Uses the descriptions and analysis to develop a larger point (or thesis) about the 

subculture. 
 
Important Dates 

• Tuesday, April 21: Draft of essay due for workshopping. 
• Thursday, April 23: Final version of essay due on Moodle by the beginning of class. 


