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Mini-Ethnography Essay Assignment 
 
Prompt 
Now that you have done a significant amount of fieldwork and analysis of your sub-culture, it is time to 
put all that you have done together into one coherent, cohesive, and cogent document: the mini-
ethnography.  Don’t let the “mini” part fool you: this paper should be at least twelve to fifteen pages in 
length, and it should attempt to give as full an account of the meanings of your sub-culture as 
possible.  Think of this paper as your chance to say what you have to say about this sub-culture. 
 
Write a twelve to fifteen page essay in which you do all of the following: 

• Discuss your positioning, assumptions, and preconceptions about your chosen sub-culture 
that you had before you began your fieldwork.  You should be able to draw on your first essay 
to help you out with this, but you will need to significantly reshape this material. At the very 
least, you’ll need to change verb tenses from future to past.  

• Describe and analyze focal points (artifacts, spaces, rituals, activities, language use, etc.) 
associated with your field site.  You should be able to draw on your second and third essays 
for this. 

• Describe and analyze any interactions or interviews you had with members of your sub-
culture.  You should be able to draw on your third essay for this.   

• Develop a theme (or even multiple themes) about the sub-culture using any or all of the 
observations and interviews you have conducted so far.  Your main task in this paper is to 
help your reader understand some important meaning(s) about your sub-culture. 

• In developing these themes, consider using theoretical lenses from any of the ethnographic 
readings we have done this semester.  

• Toward the end of your essay, point to how these observations and interviews have changed, 
complicated, or confirmed the way you understand or interpret the sub-culture. 

• Organize your paper using sections and analytic section headings.  That is, go beyond the 
“Frankenstein” technique of cutting-and-pasting your previous papers together and find some 
more effective way to arrange your ideas.  Give some thought to how you are going to develop 
the essay (using synchronic, diachronic, or a combination of the two). 

• Include an informative and interesting title for your paper. 
• Proofread your paper carefully before handing it in. (One useful tip is to read your essay 

through aloud, making corrections to wording that does not “sound right”.) 
 
Remember, this is not a list of questions to ask, nor should you organize your paper according to the 
bullet points.  Rather, you should develop a main idea (or thesis) about your sub-culture using 
everything you know about your sub-culture.   
  
Format Requirements 

• This paper must be at least twelve, double-spaced pages long, and not too much more than 
fifteen. It should be in one of the approved formats: Microsoft Word (.doc or .docx) or Rich 
Text Format (rtf). 

• A “page” is a sheet of paper with roughly 300 words on it.  Set your documents to have one-
inch margins all around, and use the Times New Roman (12 point) font. 

• Your name, my name, the course section, and the date should appear in the upper-left corner 
of the first page (do not use a cover sheet).  Your last name and the page number should 
appear in the upper-right corner of every page (use “header” function). 

 
Important Dates 

• Tuesday, May 5: Draft of paper due at beginning of class. Bring five copies to class. 
• Thursday, May 14: Final Version Due to Moodle by beginning of class. 


