
English 214: Series of Blog Posts 
 
At this point in the semester, you have spent quite a bit of time exploring a topic of interest to you. It is 
now time to take things to the next level. Sometimes bloggers write a series of posts devoted to a 
particular issue or problem within the topic that they cover. That’s what you will do for this assignment. 
You will first need to identify a specific issue within your topic, research that issue, and then compose a 
series of four blog posts (600-800 words each) that explore that issue in detail.  
 
Identify an Issue 
Part of the challenge here will be to find a relatively narrow issue within your topic to discuss. An “issue” 
is not the same thing as a “topic.” A topic defines an area of interest, like baseball, light pollution, or even 
abortion. An issue, on the other hand, involves a question or matter upon which there is some dispute or 
disagreement. Issues within the topics just named might include “Should professional baseball players 
have to submit to random drug tests?”, “Should city governments limit light pollution through laws?”, and 
“Should abortion remain legal in the US?” Reasonable people might answer these questions very 
differently, and that makes them debatable issues.  
 
Spend some time figuring out which issue you want to take on. Refer back to ARCS ch. 3 on “stasis 
theory” for help framing different issues within your topic. For instance, are there debatable questions of 
conjecture, definition, quality, or policy in your topic? Are there theoretical or practical questions? Be 
sure to choose an issue that is narrow enough for you to discuss in the space you will have to compose. 
 
Research the Issue 
Once you have identified an issue to deal with in this series of blog posts, you will need to do some 
research. Much of this research you will be able to do online, although you will need to be more careful 
with choosing credible and reliable sources than you were with your previous blogging. It will help to do 
at least some of your research using our library databases. What you are looking for are “extrinsic 
proofs,” or sources of information about the issue that you have chosen to work on. It will be important to 
show that you have “done your homework” on this issue. 
 
Compose Your Series of Blog Posts 
Since you will be writing about your issue in a series of blog posts, you will need to consider what to do 
in each of those four posts. The first blog post should be an introduction to the issue. It should identify the 
question you are taking up, and it should also explain why your reader should care about this issue in 
particular. This first post should follow the procedures for “exordium” and “narrative” outlined in ARCS 
ch. 9 on arrangement.  
 
The remaining three posts should make specific arguments about the issue. Because every issue is laid out 
differently, you will need to decide how to organize your various arguments or proofs into these three 
posts. You need not take a strong position on the issue, but you do need to explore it as thoroughly as 
possible. 
 
 
 
Evaluative Criteria 
Your series of blog posts will be evaluated according to the degree they… 

• Identify and explore a debatable issue within your chosen topic. 
• Show evidence of having researched the issue by citing relevant and reliable sources of 

information. 
• Demonstrate your understanding of rhetorical theory through your skilled use of kairos, 

commonplaces, and stasis, as well as logical, ethical, pathetic, and extrinsic proofs.  
• Compose clear, persuasive, and relatively error-free posts.  


