
Some time during our final two weeks this semester, you will be asked to give a conference-style, in-class 
presentation on your independent research project. The point of  this presentation is twofold: first, it will 
give you an opportunity to share with the class the independent inquiry you did this semester, and, 
second, it will give you practice in doing this kind of  presentation, which is useful both for teaching and 
for presenting at conferences. 

You should write out the text of  your presentation ahead of  time, and your presentation should be 
assisted visually by some form of  slides (PowerPoint, Keynote, Prezi, etc.). Aim for about eight pages 
(double-spaced) of  written text, which should equal about fifteen minutes of  presentation time. That 
time limit is necessary, both because of  the number of  presentations we will need to get through in each 
class period, and because we want to leave enough time for questions and feedback after each 
presentation. In terms of  content, your presentation should cover the following areas:

• What question or problem are you addressing with your inquiry? What were your guiding 
questions? Where does your project fit within our course or within composition studies more 
broadly? Basically, what did you set out to investigate? Why?

• What did you find out about your topic? What do scholars/researchers in the field say about it? 
What were some of  your most interesting or startling findings? How do these findings answer or 
address your own research questions?

• What are some of  the implications of  your findings—for teaching, for further research, etc.? How 
do your findings confirm or complicate what you previously thought about the topic?

You will turn in both your written-out text and your slides after you have given your presentation.

A Note on Using Slides
Slides aren’t just icing on the cake; rather, they serve a vital function in framing and organizing a 
presentation, so I offer here some suggestions for preparing your slides:

• Minimize text. Be selective and judicious about the number of  words you put on each slide. A 
slide with large blocks of  text can be very distracting, since your audience is likely to try to read 
the text while you talk, and that results in interference between their visual and auditory 
channels. 

• Avoid bullet points. They often lead to more text-heavy slides. So, instead of  cramming a bunch 
of  bulleted points onto a single slide, consider making each point its own slide. Doing so doesn’t 
cost anything—it just means you’ll be changing slides more frequently (a good thing, usually).

• Use text on slides for emphasis, not as a record of  everything you are saying. If  I were giving a 
presentation on the topic of  using slides, and I had a slide on the point I’m making in this bullet, 
I might just put the word “emphasis” on the slide, or, at the most, “use text for emphasis.” Also, 
you don’t need to read everything on a slide aloud.

• Take advantage of  the fact that slides are visual. Consider finding appropriate images for the 
points you are making. Google Images and Flickr can be very helpful for this.

• Practice! If  you can, find a friend to time your presentation, to make sure you aren’t going over 
the fifteen-minute limit.

A final note: please email me your slides prior to the beginning of  class on the date you’re presenting. 
That way, everyone can present off  a single machine, and that will save us time messing around with the 
technology. 

E 708: Guidelines for Research Project and Presentation


