
E 800: Guidelines for Supplementary Reading Report 
 
There are many more rhetorical texts than we could possibly read together this semester. That is the 
reason why I am asking you to read one supplemental text (either from The Rhetorical Tradition, or 
another appropriate text) and to report on it in class during a suitable week. The primary aims of this 
report will be a) to describe the text in question, b) to say something about the historical context of the 
text, and c) to explain how the text relates to other texts that we have read together.  
 
In order to describe the text, you will want to provide a brief summary or outline of the reading. You may 
discuss its primary arguments, its mode of development, and/or how it is organized. Historical context 
may, again, be summarized briefly, and can rely for the most part on the introductory materials in our 
textbook. You may, of course, consult other versions of the text if you like, or use introductions from 
other editions to help you frame your comments.  
 
The most important thing, perhaps, is to relate your supplemental reading to the themes and issues we 
have explored in other rhetorical texts this semester. You might want to start with the following 
questions: 

• How does your text define rhetoric? How does this definition compare to other texts? 
• What issues or themes does your reading have in common with other rhetorical texts? 
• How is the author’s take on those issues or themes similar to (or different from) those in other 

texts? 
• What aspects of rhetorical theory does the author seem to emphasize or ignore? Why? 

 
Your report should take about five minutes. In order to keep it that short, you will need to be fairly 
concise in describing and contextualizing the reading.  
 
 


