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English 800: Rhetoric for Composition Teachers  
 
Fall 2009 
Section: 1 
Course Meets: Tuesday 4:10-6:55 
Location: Humanities 131 
Course Web Site: http://moodle.learningbox.org 

Instructor: Kory Lawson Ching 
E-Mail: klching@sfsu.edu 

Office: Humanities 538 
Office Hours: Tuesday 1-3 

Thursday 10-12 
(and by appointment)  

Mailbox: Humanities 125 
 
:: Course Description 
This graduate-level seminar has two different – but related – objectives: the first is to introduce you to the 
history of rhetoric and rhetorical theory, starting with its beginnings in ancient Greece, and on up through 
the twentieth century. We will do this primarily by examining the texts of rhetorical theorists. By the end 
of the semester, you should have a clear understanding of the various ways rhetoric has been defined over 
the ages and also of how rhetorical theory relates to more current conceptions of discourse, knowledge, 
and social constructionism.  

Our second aim is to explore the connections between rhetorical theory and the teaching of college 
composition. Although composition is only a relatively recent and localized phenomenon, it has roots in 
the western rhetorical tradition. Some might even say that the growth of rhetoric and composition over the 
past fifty years amounts to a resurgence (or resurrection) of a previously moribund discipline. Whatever 
the case, it behooves anyone planning to teach college-level writing to understand how rhetorical 
concepts can be mobilized in a modern pedagogical setting. To that end, we will take the unusual route of 
working through a current undergraduate textbook on rhetoric. This approach will also allow us to 
experience rhetorical pedagogy from a student’s perspective. In short, we will actually do rhetoric in 
addition to reading about it. 

 

:: Required Course Texts 
Bizzell, Patricia, and Bruce Herzberg, eds. The Rhetorical Tradition: Readings from Classical 

Times to the Present. 2nd ed. New York: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2001. 

Crowley, Sharon, and Debra Hawhee. Ancient Rhetorics for Contemporary Students. 4th ed. New 
York: Pearson/Longman, 2009. 

Electronic Course Readings (made available on-line) 
 

:: Writings and Assignments 
Online Discussion Posts: Each week you will post a short reading response on Moodle, our online 
discussion board. These responses may be direct responses to the texts, or potential discussion questions 
related to that week’s assigned readings. Posts should be pointed and collegial. 

Supplementary Reading Report: For most weeks of the semester, there are supplementary readings that 
are related to that week’s required texts. You will be asked to sign up to read one of those supplementary 
readings and to give a brief, in-class report on it. The best reports will quickly summarize the reading for 
those who haven’t read it and discuss how it relates to (or complicates) that week’s required texts. 

Rhetorical Exercise Portfolio: As we read through the textbook, Ancient Rhetorics for Contemporary 
Students, you will be asked to do several of the rhetorical activities, progymnasmata, and imitation 
exercises, and you will bring these texts with you to class to share and discuss. The point here is to go 
beyond reading about rhetoric and actually try your hand at it. At the end of the semester, you will submit 
a portfolio containing your rhetorical writings, along with a short reflective essay on your experiences 
composing them.  
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Semester Writing Project: In addition to the aforementioned assignments, you will also work on a 
writing project of your own choosing over the course of the semester. You will have considerable latitude 
in determining what you would like to work on, but this project should be related in some significant way 
to the content of the course, and it should also result in a piece of writing that is at least ten pages in 
length. You will need to determine fairly early, and in consultation with your instructor, what kind of 
topic you want to pursue. During the last two weeks of class, you will give a short, in-class presentation 
on your topic. Here are some possible approaches: 

• Choose a particular issue raised in the rhetorical texts we read this semester, and analyze how two 
or more authors treat that issue. For example, you could compare and contrast how multiple texts 
deal with the concept of “stasis” or “commonplaces.” You may also include texts that we aren’t 
reading this semester, but somehow comment on one of the issues taken up by rhetorical texts. 

• Examine and analyze the differences between the western, European rhetorical tradition and 
another culture’s rhetoric. Sometimes this of comparison is called “contrastive rhetoric.” You 
could choose to discuss the rhetorical approaches of a particular cultural tradition, or you might 
choose to contrast the rhetoric of one culture with another. You would need to do some 
independent research for this option. Also, you will need to be careful not to be overly reductive 
in your discussion of cultural approaches to rhetoric. 

• Explore a current debate or issue in the field of composition studies through the lens of rhetorical 
theory. Such a project might focus on a particular pedagogical issue (like “new media literacy” or 
“audience awareness”) and analyze it using concepts from our rhetoric texts. This approach, too, 
would require independent research, and it would focus on relating rhetorical theory to modern 
pedagogy. 
 

:: Evaluation 
Online Discussion Posts ................................................................................................  10% 
Supplementary Reading Report ....................................................................................  10% 
Rhetorical Exercise Portfolio ........................................................................................  20%  
Semester Writing Project .............................................................................................  50%  
Classroom Participation ................................................................................................  10% 

Weekly attendance is expected and required. Incomplete grades are strongly discouraged. 
 

:: Online Resources 

CompPile: an inventory database of publications in 
post-secondary composition, rhetoric, technical 
writing, ESL, and discourse studies 

http://comppile.org/ 

The Bedford Bibliography for Teachers of Writing 
(6th ed., 2003) 

http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/bb/ 

The Bedford Bibliography for Teachers of Basic 
Writing 

http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/basicbib/ 

SFSU Library Electronic Journals http://sfx.calstate.edu:9003/sfsu/az/sfsu 
College Composition & Communication Full text available through SFSU library 

(EBSCOhost) or by subscribing at NCTE.org 
Research in the Teaching of English Full text available through SFSU library 

(EBSCOhost) or by subscribing at NCTE.org 
Written Communication Full text available through SFSU library 

(Sage)  
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:: Schedule 

Week 1 8/25 Introductions / Course Overview 
 Gorgias, “Encomium of Helen” (RT 42-46) 

Week 2 9/1 Sophistic Rhetoric 
 “General Introduction” (RT 1-16) 
 “Classical Rhetoric: Introduction” (RT 19-41) 
 Anonymous, Dissoi Logoi (RT 47-55) 
 Selections about Aspasia (RT 56-66) 
 Isocrates, Against the Sophists and from Antidosis (RT 67-79) 

Week 3 9/8 Plato 
 Gorgias (RT 80-138) 
 Phaedrus (RT 138-168) 

Week 4 9/15 Aristotle 
 From Rhetoric (RT 169-242) 

Week 5 9/22 Roman Rhetoric 
 Anonymous, Rhetorica ad Herennium, Book IV (RT 1-16) 
 Ch. 1, “Ancient Rhetorics” (ARCS 1-43) 
 Report: Longinus, From On the Sublime (RT 344-358) 

Week 6 9/29 Cicero 
 From De Oratore (RT 283-339) 
 From Orator (RT 339-343) 
 Ch. 2, “Kairos and the Rhetorical Situation” (ARCS 44-70) 

Week 7 10/6 Quintilian 
 From Institutes of Oratory (RT 359-428) 
 Ch. 3, “Stasis Theory” (ARCS 71-116) 

Week 8 10/13 Medieval Rhetoric 
 “Medieval Rhetoric: Introduction” (RT 431-449) 
 Augustine, On Christian Doctrine, Book IV (RT 450-485) 
 Ch. 4, “The Common Topics and the Commonplaces” (ARCS 117-157) 
 Report: Boethius, An Overview of the Structure of Rhetoric (RT 486-491)  
 Report: Robert of Basevorn, from The Form of Preaching (RT 525-539)  

 
Week 9 10/20 Renaissance Rhetoric 

 “Renaissance Rhetoric: Introduction” (RT 555-580) 
 Erasmus, from Copia: Foundations of the Abundant Style (RT 581-627) 
 Ch. 5, “Logical Proof” (ARCS 158-194) 
 Report: Ramus, from Arguments in Rhetoric against Quintilian (RT 674-697) 
 Report: Bacon, from The Advancement of Learning and Novum Organum (RT 

736-747) 
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Week 10 10/27 Enlightenment Rhetoric 
 “Enlightenment Rhetoric: Introduction (RT 791-813) 
 Campbell, from The Philosophy of Rhetoric (RT 898-946) 
 Ch. 6, “Ethical Proof” (ARCS 195-245) 
 Report: Blair, from Lectures on Rhetoric (RT 950-980) 
 Report: Vico, from On the Study of Methods of Our Time (RT 862-878) 

Week 11 11/3 Nineteenth-Century Rhetoric 
 “Nineteenth-Century Rhetoric: Introduction (RT 983-999) 
 Whately, from Elements of Rhetoric (RT 1000-1030) 
 Bain, from English Composition and Rhetoric (RT 1141-1148) 
 Hill, from The Principles of Rhetoric (1149-1151) 
 Nietzsche, On Truth and Lies in a Nonmoral Sense (1168-1179) 
 Ch. 7, "Pathetic Proof" (ARCS 246-266)  
 Ch. 8, “Extrinsic Proofs” (ARCS 267-291) 

Week 12 11/10 20th-Century Rhetoric: Philosophies of Language 
 “Modern and Postmodern Rhetoric: Introduction” (RT 1183-1205) 
 Bakhtin, from Marxism and the Philosophy of Language and The Problem of 

Speech Genres (RT 1206-1245) 
 Ch. 9, “Arrangement” (ARCS 292-326) 
 Report: Richards, from The Meaning of Meaning and The Philosophy of Rhetoric 

(RT 1270-1294) 

Week 13 11/17 Kenneth Burke 
 From A Grammar of Motives (RT 1295-1323) 
 From A Rhetoric of Motives (RT 1324-1339) 
 From Language as Symbolic Action (RT 1340-1347) 
 Ch. 10, “Style” (ARCS 327-373) 
 Report: Booth, from Modern Dogma and the Rhetoric of Assent (RT 1491-1519) 

Week 14 12/1 Reasoning and Argument 
 Perelman and Olbrechts-Tyteca, from The New Rhetoric, and Perelman, The 

Realm of Rhetoric and The New Rhetoric: A Theory of Practical Reasoning (RT 
1372-1409) 

 Toulmin, from The Uses of Argument and Logic and the Criticism of Arguments 
(RT 1410-1431) 

 Covino, “Rhetorical Pedagogy” (online) 
 Writing Project Presentations 

 
Week 15 12/8 “Postmodern” Rhetoric(s) 

 Foucault, from The Archaeology of Knowledge and The Order of Discourse (RT 
1432-1470) 

 Derrida, Signature Event Context (RT 1471-1490) 
 Fish, Rhetoric (RT 1605-1627) 
 Writing Project Presentations 

 

RT = The Rhetorical Tradition 
ARCS = Ancient Rhetorics for Contemporary Students 


