
E 890: Guidelines for Research Presentation 
 
On the final day of class this semester (Thursday, December 10), you will be asked to give a short in-class 
presentation on your research project. The point of this presentation is threefold: first, it will give you practice in 
presenting and discussion your research project, which will help prepare you for the oral defense of your project 
next semester. Second, it will provide a final opportunity for you to receive feedback on your project. Third – and 
most important – reformulating your research project in a highly circumscribed and concise way at this point will 
hopefully help you revise your prospectus before you turn in the final version. That is, you have spent a good deal 
of time recently mired in the details of your literature reviews, and now would be a good time to step back and 
reassess the larger aims of your project. 
 
The presentation you give should be assisted visually by some form of slides (PowerPoint, Keynote, Prezi, etc.), 
and should last no longer than six minutes. That time limit is necessary, both because of the number of 
presentations we will need to get through in a single class period, and because part of the point here is to figure 
out how to discuss your research project with concision. In terms of content, your presentation should cover the 
following areas (unless labeled as “optional”): 
 

• What research problem are you planning to address with your project? What are your guiding research 
questions? What contribution do you believe your project will make to the field of composition studies? 
What practical implications (if any) do you expect your research to have? 

• What methods of data collection and analysis will you employ in order to answer your research 
questions? What kinds of data will you collect? How will you analyze the data once you have collected it?  

• How will your research methods help you answer your research questions? That is, explain what the 
relationship is between your chosen methods and the topic of your research.  

• Optional: What is the nature of your interest in this topic? What drew you to this project in the first place? 
• Optional: How has your research plan changed over the course of the semester, from whatever you 

proposed to the IRB to what you are envisioning now? 
 
Please note: this presentation is not a place to discuss your literature review. You might offer a citation or two 
when you discuss your research problem, as a way to demonstrate that there is interest in the field for your study. 
However, the main focus should be on your own project and how you plan to implement it.  
 
A Note on Using Slides 
Your presentation will be evaluated according to how well it addresses the issues above, and not according to the 
quality of your slides. However, slides serve a useful function in framing and organizing a presentation, so I offer 
here some suggestions for preparing your slides: 
 

• Minimize text. Be selective and judicious about the number of words you put on a slide. A slide with 
large blocks of text can be very distracting, since your audience is likely to try to read the text while you 
talk, and that results in interference between their visual and auditory channels.  

• Avoid bullet points. They often lead to more text-heavy slides. So, instead of cramming a bunch of points 
onto a single slide, consider making each point its own slide. Doing so doesn’t cost anything. 

• Use text on slides for emphasis, not as a record of everything you are saying. If I were giving a 
presentation, and I had a slide on the point I’m making right now, I might just put the word “emphasis” 
on the slide, or, at the most, “use text for emphasis.” Also, you don’t need to read everything on a slide 
aloud. 

• Take advantage of the fact that slides are visual. Consider finding appropriate images for the points you 
are making. Google Images can be very helpful for this. 

• Practice! If you can, find a friend to time your presentation, to make sure you aren’t going over the six-
minute limit. 

 
A final note: please email me your slides prior to the beginning of class on Dec. 10. That way, everyone can 
present off a single machine, and that will save us time messing around with the technology.  


