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English 898: Composition Thesis Research 
 
Spring 2010 
Section: 06 
Course Meets: Thursday 4:10-6:55 (intermittently) 
Location: Humanities 200 
Course Web Site: http://moodle.learningbox.org 

Instructor: Kory Lawson Ching 
E-Mail: klching@sfsu.edu 

Office: Humanities 538 
Office Hours: Tuesday 2-4 

Thursday 10-12 
(and by appointment)  

Mailbox: Humanities 125 
 
:: Course Description 
English 898 for English MA students concentrating in composition studies is less a regular course than it 
is a workshop and advising space for you to support you as you work on your master’s thesis this 
semester. The primary aim of the course is to get you through the thesis process. Because of your work in 
890 last semester, you already have a research plan. Your task this semester is to implement it. 

This semester, you will… 

• Collect data according to your research plan, and also revise your research plan as necessary. 

• Analyze your data, developing and refining your system for analysis as you go. 

• Write a compelling and coherent account of your data that “answers” your research questions and 
provides your readers with a new way of understanding your initial problem. This will be your 
“Findings” section. 

• Write a persuasive argument about the implications of your findings. This will be your 
“Discussion” section.  

• Revise your “Introduction,” “Literature Review,” and “Methods” section as necessary to make it 
coherent with your “Findings” and “Discussion.” 

• Attend a revision conference with your readers during which you will receive feedback and 
suggestions for revising your thesis before submitting the final version for review. 

• Present your findings on a panel at a public research forum.  

Note: Your Graduate Approved Program and Proposal for Culminating Experience Requirement forms 
must be approved by the Graduate Division before registering in 898. CR/NC grading only.   

:: Required Texts 
Bogdan, R. C., & Biklen, S. K. (2007). Qualitative Research for Education: An Introduction to 

Theory and Methods (5th ed.). New York: Pearson. 

Merriam, S. B. (1998). Qualitative Research and Case Study Applications in Education (2nd ed.). 
San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 

Emerson, R. M., Fretz, R. I., & Shaw, L. L. (1995). Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press. 

 
:: Workshops and Assignments 
Workshops: Every other week, for the first nine weeks of the semester, you will need to come to class 
either prepared to report on your research progress, or with drafts of fieldnotes and/or thesis sections to 
share with others. A long-term research project like a thesis can be a very lonely process, and it is easy to 
lose momentum. These workshops are meant to keep you on track, and also to provide a forum for 
troubleshooting issues as they arise. Specific instructions for each week will be provided by the instructor.  
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Weekly Online Progress Reports: On the weeks when we are not meeting as a class, you will be asked 
to post an informal progress report in a discussion forum on Moodle. These reports should, at a bare 
minimum, explain what you did during the previous week to make progress on your thesis research and/or 
writing. These reports will be even more useful to you, though, if you use them as a space to step back 
from your research a bit and begin to interpret and discuss your findings so far. Students are encouraged 
to read and respond to one another’s progress reports, but it is not required. 

Course Readings: While there are no prescribed common readings for this course, we may find it useful 
to look at selected chapters or articles as the semester progresses. This will be done on an as-needed basis. 

Research Forum Presentation: Once you have submitted your thesis draft to your readers (at the 
beginning of the tenth week), you will begin working on a presentation of your findings to be given at a 
public research forum. These forums will consist of three or four students each, and they will be 
structured like a typical conference panel. Each presenter will have about 15-20 minutes to discuss their 
findings, and there will be time after the presentations for questions from the audience. These forums will 
be scheduled some time during the 12th and 13th weeks of the semester. 

 

:: Schedule 
Actual class meetings are marked in bold. Attendance on those days is expected and required. 

Week 1 1/28 Project Start / Semester Overview 

Week 2  Collect Data 

Week 3 2/9 Data Collection Workshop 

Week 4  Collect and Analyze Data 

Week 5 2/23 Data Analysis Workshop 

Week 6  Analyze Data and Draft Findings 

Week 7 3/9 Findings Workshop  

Week 8  Draft Findings and Discussion 

Week 9 3/23 Discussion Workshop 
 
Week 10 4/6 Preparing for Revision Conferences and Research Forums 

Week 11  Revision Conferences 

Week 12  Research Forums 

Week 13  Research Forums 
 
Week 14  Final Revision Due (May 7) 
 
Week 15  Application to Graduate Due (May 14) 
 


