
E 705: Annotated Bibliography 
 
When working on a project that involves researching what other scholars and researchers have 
said about a particular issue, it is often useful to keep track of what you have read through an 
annotated bibliography. Writing short annotations to source material can help you sort out a 
range of positions and approaches to an issue, and also help you develop your own perspective.  
 
Annotated bibliographies can be both informative and evaluative. That is, they can both describe 
what is found in a particular source (e.g., “this article argues that peer response is a good 
practice”) and discuss how effective or useful the source is (e.g., “this article provides sound 
advice for using peer response groups”). You will want your annotations to be both informative 
and evaluative. 
 
For this assignment, find, read, and annotate at least eight sources related to a research topic of 
your choosing. Each annotation should be about a paragraph in length (approx. 125 words), and 
begin with correct MLA (or APA) bibliographic information for the source. Your annotation 
should describe the source, evaluate it, and discuss its connection to the larger issue you are 
exploring.  
 
Questions to Consider as You Read and Annotate 

• Who is the intended audience for this source? 
• What central question or claim does the source address?  
• What kind of evidence is used to support the conclusions, argument, or claims? 
• How effectively has the author(s) addressed the central question or claim? 
• What is the date of the source? How might the age of the source matter? 
• Compare this source to others on the same topic. Where does this source line up with 

others? What makes this source different or unique? 
• How well is the source written? Are there any rhetorical strategies used by the author(s) 

that seem especially effective or problematic? 
• Consider examining responses or (if the source is a book) reviews of the source. How has 

this source been received or taken up by others?  
• What is your own response to the source? Do you agree with its conclusions, argument, 

or claims? Why? 
 
Evaluative Criteria 
Your annotated bibliography will be evaluated according to how well each annotation …  

• Identifies each source using standard MLA (or APA) documentation. 
• Explains the central question or claim being addressed in the source. 
• Describes the method(s) used by the source to support its claims or conclusions. 
• Situates the source in relation to other sources on the same topic. 
• Indicates your own response to the claims or conclusions made by the source. 


