
E 890: Dissection of Research Study 
 
One of the best ways to learn how to write in a new or unfamiliar genre is to take apart a model 
or example of that kind of writing to see what makes it tick. Writing a qualitative research report 
is no different. It should be enormously helpful for you to examine in close detail how other 
researchers do their stuff.  
 
To this end, please prepare a 10-15 minute in-class presentation in which you describe and 
analyze an existing qualitative study published in one of our field’s research journals (such as 
Research in the Teaching of English or Written Communication).  
 
In your presentation, please explain how your chosen study does each of these things: 
 

1. It states the purposes, aims, or objectives of the study. What research problem(s) does it 
address? What kinds of researchable questions does it aim to answer? What is the 
significance of the research?  
 

2. It provides a theoretical framework or some other way(s) of informing the study. With 
what sorts of assumptions about teaching, learning, or writing does it operate? What 
kinds of previous findings does it represent? What theoretical perspectives does it 
employ?  
 

3. It describes the context(s) studied and the methods of data collection and analysis. What 
sorts of data were collect? How were they analyzed? 
 

4. It presents findings of the study. What are some of the major findings? How are these 
finding presented? (e.g., as vignettes? as categories?) 
 

5. It discusses the implications of the study for teaching, research, or scholarship in the 
field. How does it “speak back” to the literature? What is its contribution to the 
conversation about a particular phenomenon? 

 
Notes: 

• You may use slideware (such as PowerPoint or Keynote) to do your presentation, but you 
don’t have to. If you do, please send your slides to me ahead of time (via email) so that 
you can present from my machine. 

• The only criteria for choosing a study to dissect is that it must be qualitative research 
published in the field of composition studies. However, it would behoove you to choose a 
study that is related in some way to your own research this semester. 

• Do your best to keep the length of your presentation under 15 minutes. You might 
consider practicing ahead of time. If you write out presentations like this for yourself, 
know that most people can read a page of double-spaced text in about two minutes. 

 
 
 
 
Date for Presentation:____________________________________ 


