
As we near the end of  the semester, it is time to look back over everything you have done. In order to do 
that, you will make a virtual portfolio that collects and reflects upon the processes and products of  your 
work for this course. You will have some choice as to what to include in your portfolio and how to frame it 
for evaluation. 

This portfolio will be “virtual” in the sense that you will not need to produce a physical version of  it. In 
fact, the portfolio will consist of  two main components: 1) A collection of  annotated links to the various 
things you have written for this course, and 2) A cover memo that reflects upon your writing and learning 
this semester. 

Collection of Annotated Links
One half  of  your portfolio will consist of  a list of  annotated links to your own work. For each item in this 
part, you must provide a title of  the item, a web link to where the item can be found, and a short 
paragraph (3-4 sentences) describing and reflecting on the item. You should include the following items in 
your collection of  annotated links:

• Your 6 regular blog posts
• Your 3 series blog posts
• A selection of  comments you made on others’ blogs, discussion forums, or websites (at least 3)
• A selection of  items you wrote for training exercise forums (at least 3)

Reflective Cover Memo
The other half  of  the portfolio will be a reflective cover memo, addressed to anyone looking at your 
portfolio. This memo should be less about specific pieces of  writing (as the annotations are) and more 
about your work as a whole this semester. It should be a story of  change, of  how you developed as a writer 
in this course. You might try responding to some of  these prompts (but you will not have space to respond 
to all of  these):

• What was your best piece of  writing this semester? What do you think made it work so well? How 
is it better than other posts you composed?

• What was your process of  writing like? Did you find writing blog posts more or less difficult than 
previous school writing? Why do you think so?

• What do you think you learned about yourself  as a writer and/or blogger in this course? What 
kind of  writer are you? How do you know?

• What is the most important thing you learned about writing and/or blogging this semester? 
• Which rhetorical strategies did you feel were most useful in composing your blog posts?
• What were some difficulties you had with writing your blog? How did you work to overcome 

them?
• In what ways has your understanding of  your chosen topic changed as a result of  reading and 

blogging about it? Did you change your mind at any point about some issue?
• What do you know now (or know how to do) that you didn’t at the beginning of  the semester? 

Remember: this is not a checklist, but rather a list of  prompts you might use to get you into a reflective 
mode. There is no single, “correct” way to produce this memo, since it has to do with your own processes, 
and will therefore be unique to you. This letter should follow the standard conventions of  letter writing 
(such as beginning with “Dear Reader” and ending with “Sincerely”), and it should also come to about 
750-1000 words in length. 

Both portfolio items are due on iLearn by the end of  the day on Monday, December 12.
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