
E 890: Research Prospectus 
 
Good research takes careful planning. The more effort you can devote to developing a coherent 
purpose, framework, and set of methods for doing a study, the more successful your data 
collection and analysis are likely to be. While much of qualitative research is emergent and 
depends upon a certain amount of serendipity, there are still plenty of things to consider before 
you set out. 
 
To this end, please write a research prospectus (approximately 1500 words) in which you do 
three things: 
 

1. State the purposes, aims, or objectives of your proposed study. What research problem 
are you hoping to address? How would you characterize the research problem (Lankshear 
& Knobel 42)? What kinds of researchable questions would you like to be able to 
answer? What is the significance of the research you propose?  
 

2. Provide a theoretical framework or some other way(s) of informing your study. With 
what sorts of assumptions about teaching, learning, or writing are you operating? What 
are the findings of some relevant research in this area? What are some key concepts 
related to your area of interest? What theoretical perspectives will shape your study?  
 

3. Describe the teaching context(s) you intend to study and the methods you will use to 
collect data. What sorts of data will you collect? How will you collect it? How will that 
data help you address the research problem (or questions) you articulated in the first 
section? 

 
Of course, this prospectus will be a tentative sort of document, and your actual research project 
may follow a very different course than the one you plan. Do not feel like you are trapping 
yourself into a particular procedure by writing this prospectus; instead, view it as an opportunity 
to clarify (for yourself, and for me) what you want to know, why you want to know it, and how 
you will figure it out. 
 
Notes: 

• It might help to imagine that you are applying for a grant to conduct this research. That 
is, don’t think of prospectus simply as a description of what you want to do, but also as 
an argument for why it should be done. Convince your reader that the proposed research 
is worth the time and effort. 

• One useful strategy in the first section might be to explain why you yourself are 
interested in doing this research. Does it grow out of questions you have as a teacher?  

• For the second section, you will need to do some independent reading in your topic area. 
Things may go more smoothly if you can use readings from previous courses to help 
frame this study. 

• The structure of this research prospectus is meant to reflect the first three sections of your 
final research report. That is, you may be able to repurpose (and expand) these sections 
when you go to write your final report. 

 
Due Date: Thursday, September 23. 


