
English 705: The Research Essay 
 
A good writing teacher is one who engages with conversations in the field of composition 
studies, and knows how to explore questions raised in his or her own teaching. For this research 
project, you may choose any topic related to the teaching of college composition. The most 
important quality of this research essay is that it be organized around your own questions or 
ideas about your chosen topic; it should be an essay, not a report.  
 
The research you do for this essay should be guided by the question(s) you have about the topic. 
At the same time, you will need to continually revise and update your driving question(s) as you 
get further into your research. No doubt your understandings of a topic will become more 
sophisticated as you read research and scholarship on it, and will therefore shape the questions 
you ask. 
 
Your purpose in writing this research essay is twofold: First, you should use it as an opportunity 
to explore some topic of interest to you, one that is related to the teaching of writing in some 
way. Second, you should develop your own perspective on the topic, so that the “thesis” or 
central claim of your research essay is the answer to the question(s) that got you started on the 
research in the first place.  
 
Your essay should be 8-10 pages in length (double-spaced, Times New Roman 12 pt. font). 
Please use MLA or APA conventions for in-text and bibliographic citations. 
 
 
Evaluative Criteria 
Your research essay will be evaluated according to the degree to which it …  

• Defines a topic or issue sufficiently narrow for treatment in an 8-10 page essay. 
• Explains what researchable question(s) drove the inquiry in your research. 
• Presents a central claim or “thesis” that represents your answer to the question(s) you 

pose, even if it’s tentative.  
• Uses appropriate and relevant sources to explore how other teachers, researchers, or 

scholars have approached or understood your chosen topic or issue.  
• Makes a reasoned and cogent argument based on your central claim.  

 


