
Textbook Review Guidelines 
 
Composition textbooks are useful documents for exploring pedagogy. They often represent a 
crystallization of a whole set of pedagogical and epistemological assumptions made by authors 
who are themselves (usually) respected, experienced, and successful composition instructors. 
Also, one unspoken agenda of textbooks is to shape the teaching practices of the instructors who 
use them. 
 
Your purpose in writing this textbook review ought to be twofold: First, you should explore the 
ways in which your chosen textbook represents (and contributes to the formation of) particular 
views of writing, learning, students, and teachers. Second, you should also evaluate the potential 
utility or effectiveness of the textbook for fostering better writing and learning among students or 
even better teaching among instructors.  
 
Your textbook review should begin with an overview of the book’s organization and structure, 
and then move into claims about its representations and likely effectiveness. You will need to 
gather and present textual evidence from the book itself to support the claims you make. Your 
review should be 3-5 pages in length (double-spaced, Times New Roman 12 pt. font).  
 
Questions to Consider 
These questions are only suggestions. You will not be able to address them all in your review, 
nor should you try. Instead, let your own engagement with the textbook guide the way you 
respond to it in your review.  
 

• How is the book organized? What is the logic of its organization? How is it sequenced? Is 
it built around assignments or topics? Which ones?  

• What is the textbook’s conception of writing? What does it say, either explicitly or 
implicitly, about what writing is? To what extent does the textbook focus on the writing 
process? 

• What is the textbook’s theory of learning? What does it say or imply about knowledge or 
skill acquisition?  

• What is the textbook’s conception of student writers? What does its author(s) seem to 
assume about composition students? Are students figured as blank slates, members of a 
community of learners, individual selves in need of actualization, or something entirely 
different? 

• In what ways might the textbook shape the practices of the teacher or classroom that uses 
it? In what ways might it enable or constrain certain approaches to writing instruction? 

• What is the dominant “narrative” of the textbook? (See Kail’s article.) 
• What is the overall tone of the textbook? How does it address its student readers? What 

impact is this tone likely to have? 
 
Evaluative Criteria 
Your textbook review will be evaluated according to the degree to which it …  

• Provides a descriptive overview of the textbook. 
• Explores and explains the textbook’s representations of writing, learning, students, and 

teachers. 
• Evaluates the textbook’s potential for leading to effective writing and learning. 
• Provides adequate textual evidence for claims about the textbook. 


